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Research expertise
My group has an overarching research interest in neuronal integration and the function of neuronal networks in 
the intact brain. We also have a strong track record investigating basic mechanisms of epilepsy in animal models 
and tissue obtained from epilepsy surgery. To achieve insights into the network motifs govering normal and 
aberrant behavior, we are employing in-vivo electrophysiology and imaging together with opto- and chemogenetic 
approaches in awake rodents.

Academic qualifications
2001  Habilitation, University of Bonn, Neurophysiology
1994   Doctorate: Dr. med., University of Cologne, Germany
1987 - 1994  Medicine, University of Cologne, Medical School, Germany

Postgraduate professional career
2011 - pres. Full Professor (W3) of Experimental Epileptology, University of Bonn, Germany
2005 - pres. Parallel appointment, Head, NeuroPlasticity Translational Research Unit, Life & Brain
2004 - 2011 C3 Professor of Experimental Epileptology, University of Bonn, Germany
2001 - 2004 Heisenberg-Fellow of the DFG
1995 - 2001 Research associate, Department of Epileptology, University of Bonn, Germany
1994 - 1995 Postdoctoral fellow, Department of Epileptology, University of Bonn, Germany

Honors and awards
2015  Cure Distinguished Lecturer, Boston, USA
2001   Heisenberg-Stipend of the German Research Foundation (DFG)
2001  Bennigsen-Foerder Prize of the Ministry of Education, NRW
2000  Alfred-Hauptmann Prize for Epilepsy Research
1999  International Michael Prize
1996  Young Investigator Award of the International League against Epilepsy

Memberships and professional functions
2015 - pres. Vice Chair, International Max Planck Research School IMPRS ‘Brain and Behavior’, Bonn,   
  Germany and Jupiter, Florida.
2013 - pres. Speaker of the Collaborative Research Center SFB 1089 ‘Synaptic Micronetworks in   
  Health and Disease’
2012 - pres. Associate Editor, Journal of Neuroscience, Editor, Epilepsia
2013- 2015 President, German Epilepsy Society
2012- 2016 Chair, Bonn International Graduate School ‘BIGS Neuroscience’, University of Bonn, Germany
2012- 2013 Vice-President, German Epilepsy Society
2010- 2013 Founder and Chair, SciMed Doctoral College for Medical Students, University of Bonn, Germany

Most important funding since 2012
2016 - 2018  ERA-NET Neuron “DeCipher”
2013 - 2017 DFG SFB 1089 “Synaptic Micronetworks in Health and Disease”
2013 - 2016 German-French Collaborative Projects of ANR/DFG “ebGLUNet”
2013 - 2016 Industry funding (BIAL)
2012 - 2014 Industry funding (UCB)
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