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Research Expertise 

Michael Hölzel has long-standing research expertise in 
the field of tumor biology and functional genomics with a 
particular focus on neural crest derived tumors such as 
melanoma. Currently his group investigates how the im-
mune system crosstalks with the tumor cells in response to 
danger and proinflammatory signals released by therapy- 
induced tumor tissue injury. A central hypothesis is that 
this reciprocal communication drives therapy relapse due 
to rewiring of survival and differentiation pathways in tumor 
cells. This knowledge is critically needed for the rational 
combination of immunotherapies and targeted signal 
transduction inhibitors in the clinic. 

Education / Training

University of Munich, Germany, Medicine, MD thesis, 2004

University of Munich, Germany, Medicine MD, 2003

Appointments / Positions Held

2012 - present 
W2 Professor, Unit for RNA Biology, Institute of Clinical 
Chemistry and Clinical Pharmacology, University of Bonn, 
Germany

2007 - 2011 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Laboratory of Rene Bernards, The 
Netherlands Cancer Institute, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

2003 - 2006 
Residency Hematology/Oncology, University Hospital 
Munich (LMU), Germany

Honors / Awards 

2002 
Scholarship „Harvard-Munich Alliance“

1999 
Scholarship “Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes”
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