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Research Expertise 

The focus of research are the immunological consequences of 
operative trauma and their recognition and regulation in post-
operative dysfunction of the gastrointestinal tract. The group 
described and elucidated the immunological pathomechanism 
of postoperative ileus. Furthermore, the group found that the 
gastrointestinal field effect - a panenteric inflammation following 
localized abdominal surgery - is  mediated by an immunological 
response involving resident intestinal macrophages, mesenteric 
dendritic cells and memory TH1 cells.

Education / Training

University of Bonn, Germany, Surgery, Habilitation, 1999

University of Aachen, Germany, Intensive Care, MD thesis, 
1988

University of Aachen, Germany, Clinical Medicine, MD, 1987

Appointments / Positions Held

2010 - present 
Full Professor and Head, Dept. of Surgery, University of Bonn, 
Germany

2009 
Head, Division of Transplant Surgery, University of Bonn, 
Germany

2003 
Professor of Surgery, University of Bonn, Germany

1999 - 2001 
Visiting Research Professor, Dept. of Medicine, University of 
Pittsburgh, USA

1995 - 1998 
Research Fellow, Department of Surgery, University of 
 Pittsburgh, USA

1995 
Clinical Fellow, Department of Surgery, University of Bonn, 
Germany

1989 
Resident, Department of Surgery, University of Bonn, Germany

Honors / Awards 

2006 
Fellow of the American College of Surgeons (FACS)

2003 
Elected Speaker of the KFO 115

2000  
Ferdinand Sauerbruch Award, Berlin, Germany

2000  
Young Investigator Award, American Motility Society

2000  
BONFOR Young Investigator Research Award
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