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Research Expertise 

Prof. Kurts and his group are interested in the mechanisms 
governing antigen-presentation and the ensuing immune 
response in the defense against infections and in immune- 
mediated disease. Their main research projects focus on the 
mechanisms of antigen cross-presentation to cytotoxic CD8 
T cells, peripheral immune tolerance of T and B lymphocytes 
against self antigens, and the role of dendritic cells in diseases, 
especially in kidney disease. 

Education / Training

University of Göttingen, Germany Medicine MD, 1991

Appointments / Positions Held

2015 Speaker GRK 2168 Bo&Merang (Bonn & Melbourne 
Research and Graduate training Group) 
2013 Co-speaker SFB 704 “Molecular Mechanisms and 
Chemical Modulation of Local Immune Regulation“ University 
of Bonn, Germany 
2012 Co-speaker SFB TR57 “Organ-Fibrosis”, representing the 
Bonn site, University of Bonn, Germany 
2009 - present Director Institute of Experimental Immunology, 
University of Bonn, Germany

2003 - 2008 Full Professor of Molecular Immunology University 
of Bonn, Germany 
2002 Visiting scientist, Stephen Schoenberger Group	  
La Jolla Institute for Allergy and Immunology, CA, USA 
2000 - 2003 Research group leader, Dept. of Nephrology and 
Clinical Immunology, University of Aachen, Germany 
1998 - 2000 Medical Officer and Research Fellow, Hannover 
Medical School, Germany 
1997 - 1998 Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Dept of Microbiol-
ogy, Monash Medical School, Melbourne, Australia 
1995 - 1997 Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Thymus Biology 
Unit, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute for Medical Research 
(WEHI), Melbourne, Australia 
1991 - 1995 Medical Officer and Research Fellow, Hannover 
Medical School, Germany

Honors / Awards 

2016 
Elected member DFG Fachkollegium (Review Board) Inflamma-
tion/Nephrology

2014 
Elected member German National Academy of Sciences 
Leopoldina

2012 
Gottfried-Wilhelm-Leibniz-Prize of the DFG

2010 
Hans-U.-Zollinger-Award of the German Society for 
Nephrology

2000 
Heisenberg-Fellowship of the  
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft

1999 
Sir Hans Krebs award for basic medical research

1992 
Annual award of the German Society of Nephrology for best 
doctoral thesis

1986 - 1991 
Fellowship Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes (German 
National Academic Foundation)
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