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Research expertise
The goal of my research efforts is to translate information obtained through the assessment of human genetic 
variation in patients into novel diagnostic and therapeutic approaches.  My group has a strong track record on 
translating genetic information into understanding pathophysiological mechanisms of disease. I have a broad 
expertise on the host mechanisms responsible for the recognition of bacterial and fungal pathogens and the 
activation of the innate immune system, on the one hand, and the genetic susceptibility to infections on the other 
hand. I have described the epigenetic mechanisms mediating innate immune memory (‘trained immunity’) for the first 
time.
Academic qualifications
1998  Doctorate, PhD, Radboud University Nijmegen, The Netherlands
1993  Medicine, University of Medicine and Pharmacy Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Postgraduate professional career
2007 - pres. Professor of Experimental Medicine, Department of Internal Medicine, Radboud University   
  Nijmegen Medical Centre, The Netherlands
2005, 2007 Visiting post-doc scientist, Division of Infectious Diseases, University of Colorado Health Sciences  
  Centre, Denver, Colorado, USA
2006 - 2007 Internist-infectious diseases specialist, senior staff member Department of Internal Medicine
2000 - 2005 Fellow internal medicine/ infectious diseases
1998 - 2000 Postdoctoral researcher, Department of Internal Medicine, Radboud University Nijmegen Medical  
  Centre, The Netherlands
Honors and awards
2017   Honorary doctoral degree University of Aberdeen, United Kingdom
2016   Jessie Boden Lloyd Visiting Professor of Immunology at the University of Calgary
2016   Spinoza Prize of the Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research
2013   European Society for Clinical Investigation Award for “Translational Research”
2012   ERC Consolidator Grant
2011   Nijmegen University Center for Infection, Inflammation and Immunity Award
2011   Radboud Science Award
2008   Nijmegen University Center for Infectious Diseases Award 
2006   WRO Goslinsgsprijs of the Infectious Diseases Society of the Netherlands
2005   European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases Young Investigator Award
2003   Postdoctoral Investigator Award, International Cytokine Society
2003   SmithKline Beecham ICAAC Award
2002   International Sepsis Forum Young Investigator Award
2002   Dutch Society for Medical Microbiology Aventis Award
Memberships and professional functions
2016 Elected member of the Netherlands Royal Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) 
2015 Elected Member of Academia Europaea
Most important funding since 2012
2017 - 2021 TOP grant 
2016 - 2020  Collaborative Project Romanian Government
2016 - 2020  Spinoza Prize
2016 - 2019 REPROGRAM Horizon 2020 grant
2015 - 2019  TOP grant
2013 - 2018 CVON grant
2012 - 2017  ERC Consolidator Grant
2010 - 2015  Vici Grant of the Netherlands Association for Scientific Research
2009 - 2013  CTMM grant “Molecular Diagnosis and Risk Stratification of Sepsis (MARS)”
Patents (issued)
2016  Galactosaminogalactan for use in the treatment of at least one inflammatory disease, US14/760,604 
2015  Tumor necrosis factor alpha detection in whole blood samples (licensed), US61/933,716
2014  A novel method for diagnosing Q-fever using a cellular immunological test (licensed), EP6031158
2013  Novel method for diagnosing Lyme disease using a cellular immunological test (licensed),   
  EP6030245 
2009  Novel antagonists of the Toll-like receptor 4, EP2076282
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