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Like ice in the sunshine ...
Dear members, associates and friends,
After the famous German summer finally evolved into a true summer, we decided that it is time for our next newsletter. While ice cream will be a moment
on your lips and forever on your hips,
we offer you some healthy enjoyment.
Despite the on-going summer holidays,
we have much to report and much to
announce. One of the recent highlights
was the 10th Night of Science, where we
showed how ImmunoSensation and the
motto “water worlds” can be linked.

We also want to say thank you for all donations you made for the Cluster charity
events.
Last but not least, we have many upcoming events, so prepare your calendar
not to miss a thing!
We wish you sunny days and happy reading while trying not to melt away.
Yours,
Cluster Coordination Office

Whoever guesses
the summer destinaton of Immuna
and Immuno first will
be granted with an
ice cream (send to
immunosensation@
uni-bonn.de).

1

© Johann Saba, UKB Unternehmenskommunikation

HIGHLIGHT

10th Night of Science
Every second year the City of Bonn, in cooperation with its partners and
the University of Bonn, organizes the Night of Science. Here various scientific institutions show what they do in relation to the theme, which was water worlds this year. We participated with a special star: Meet Shark José.

ImmunoSensation participated for the
second time in the 10th Night of Science. The Night of Science is an event
that is being organized and financed by
the City of Bonn, Rhein-Sieg-Kreis, Kreis
Ahrweiler and the University of Bonn. Research institutes, like ImmunoSensation,
caesar and DZNE (and many more), got
the opportunity to show and explain their
research fields to the general public. The
Night of Science takes place at the campus of the University of Bonn and in the
“Wissenschaftszelt” at the Münsterplatz
in Bonn.
This year’s topic was “Wasserwelten”
(water worlds). ImmunoSensation’s booth
was dedicated to explaining that even
sharks and jellyfishes have an immune
system. Due to the support of Klaus Völker from the Institute of Zoology we were

able to show children and adults a real
cat shark (which we called José, because
he is from Spain) and mako shark teeth.
The IMMIP (Institute of medical microbiology, immunology and parasitology, University of Bonn) lent us two microscopes,
so the audience could also test their scientific knowledge by looking at a mouse
blood slide.
Visitors could also test their tactile senses
in our popular “sensing game”, but without doubt José was the real star of this
event!
Our committed Cluster scientists, Janina
Küpper and her team, made this event an
excellent success.
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A review on the 10th
Night of Science in
Bonn

PEOPLE

New Members
Meet our newest member of the Cluster Coordination Office (CCO). Elisabeth
started working for the CCO end of march
and is busy keeping the homepage, social
media channels and everything PR-related up-to-date.
Contact her in case of: new publications
coming out - questions concerning press
issues and whenever you have something interesting to share with the world
of science.

DR. ELISABETH
METTKE
Public Relations and
Events
emettke@uni-bonn.de
+49 228 287 51283

PEOPLE

The CCO
Dr. Catherine Gottschalk
Cluster Manager
Phone +49 228 287 51286
c.gottschalk@uni-bonn.de

Dr. Cornelia Hömig-Hölzel
Maternity Leave

Nicole Dahms
Central Administration & Family
Support
Phone +49 228 287 51288
immunosensation@uni-bonn.de

Ida Bartz
Financial Administrator
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Dr. Andriy Kubarenko
IT and Data Management
Phone +49 228 287 51290
andriy.kubarenko@ukb.uni-bonn.de

Eva Bartok, MD
Coordination of the Cluster
Graduate Program IITB

PEOPLE

Bo&MeRanG Kick-Off
We say welcome to a group of new IITB Students, who are participating in
the Bo&MeRanG (Bonn and Melbourne International Research and Training Group) Program from the University of Bonn in cooperation with the
University of Melbourne, Australia.

State Library Melbourne, Australia

It is finally done: All PhD positions
of the international research training
group Bo&MeRanG have been filled.
Our Dean, all Bo&MeRanG PIs and the
CCO welcomed our highly motivated
junior researchers during a first get-together in April. After the official words,
the first challenge awaited our new students: all of them presented their future
PhD projects. The whole meeting had a
buzzing atmosphere and you could almost see the sparks of enthusiasm fly.
Just having started in Bonn, two of
our courageous PhD students are
now already heading off to Australia.
We wish all of the “Bomerangs” a great
time, a marvellous year in Melbourne, and
successful projects!

New students:
Lisa Assmus - Abdullah lab
Christina Budden - Latz lab
Sabrina Dähling - Kastenmüller lab
Maike Effern - Hölzel lab
Anna-Belen Erazo - Förster lab
Patrick Günther - Schultze lab
Sebastian Liene - Ludwig-Portugall lab
Jonas Möcking - Geyer lab
Marie-Sophie Philipp - Kurts lab
Victoria Scheiding - Garbi lab
Baiba Silamikele - Hartmann lab
Anastasia Solomatina - Kolanus lab
Ana Maria Valencia-Hernandez - Barchet lab
Alessandra Webers - Heneka lab
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PEOPLE

Have you met Baiba?
Baiba is on of the new Bo&MeRanG PhD Students who started working
in Bonn spring this year. We asked her some questions regarding her favourite colour and ice cream sort. Just kidding. Have a look for yourself.

CCO: Where have you been working and
studying before?
Baiba: Before I came to Bonn I was
working as a Lab Technician at University
of Latvia and InCell Ltd – a start-up company closely working with the University
of Latvia in various research projects. I
studied biotechnology and microbiology
in University of Latvia, Faculty of Biology
and did my Master’s thesis on humic acids and their effect on human skin cells in
vitro – basically why getting dirty with the
right kind of mud can be not only fun, but
also healthy.
CCO: What do you think are the benefits of conducting your PhD in a Graduate
School such as IITB and Bo&MeRang?

Baiba: First of all, the information network - the opportunities to ask, get answers and acquire new knowledge are
vast. There is always someone you can
turn to, to ask or discuss.
Second, I think that IITB and BoMeRang
are excellent kick off platforms for new
scientists – they provide the opportunity
to conduct cutting edge research, exchange knowledge, shape the personality and sharpen the mind.
Thanks a lot Baiba for answering our questions.
By the way: her favourit colour is green and
her favourit ice cream sort is probably chocolate or black currant.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

So many good stories to share
Within the last months your Cluster colleagues published a lot of interesting studies in well-known journals. From fighting cancer with maths, a sugar to prevent artherosclerosis and intestinal immune cells to NK cell memory, ILCs and gut microbiota. Find here a slection of our latest publications.

Cyclodextrin promotes artherosclerosis regression via macrophage reprogamming
Picture: Prof. Eicke Latz, Alena Grebe and Dr. Sebastian Zimmer
Science Translational Medicine, April 6th 2016
More information here.
© Frommann, Uni Bonn

A stochastic model for immunotherapy of cancer
Picure: Martina Baar, Prof. Anton Bovier, Hannah
Mayer and Loren Coquille (f.l.t.r.)
Scientific Reports, April 11th 2016
More information here.
© Anna Kraut

© Lannert, Uni Bonn

Balancing intestinal and systemic inflammation through cell type-specific expression of
the aryl hydrocarbon receptor repressor
Picture: Jessica Koenig, Dr. Julia Vorac, PD Dr.
Heike Weighardt, Prof. Irmgard Foerster and Oliver Schanz (f.l.t.r.) Scientific Reports, May 17th
2016 More information here.
Inflammasome-dependent induction of adaptive NK cell memory
Picture: Dr. Jasper van den Boorn, Prof. Gunther
Hartmann and Prof. Veit Hornung
Immunity, June 6th 2016
More information here.

© Müller, UKomm UKB

Critical role of fatty acid metabolism in
ILC2-mediated barrier protection during malnutrition and helminth infection
Picture: Prof. Christoph Wilhelm
Journal of Experimental Medicine, July 18th
2016 More information here.
© Saba, UKomm UKB
© Müller, UKomm UKB

Gut microbial translocation corrupts myeloid
cell function to control bacterial infection
during liver cirrhosis
Picture: Alisa Ismaili, Lisa Mareike Assmus, Dr.
Zeinab Abdullah, Carl-Philipp Hackstein (f.l.t.r.)
Gut, July 21st 2016 More information here.

FIND ALL RECENT PUBLICATIONS HERE:
http://www.immunosensation.de/research/publications.html
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Find out more about
the recent publications via the provided
links.

In order to celebrate this year’s Day of
Immunology the CCO decided to explore
completely new territory - we visited the
nursery “Max and Mary” at the Venusberg. The penguin group (age 4 to 6) offered us a very warm and noisy welcome.
Just like any other students! Our schedule
included theory and practice regarding
the question “Why do I have to wash my
hands?”. Don’t worry, we do not want to
bore you with our way of explaining your
job, but let’s say that the boys and girls
were very eager to test what we just described. We played three different games,
which included running and shouting.
Tailored to the needs of the target group.
But the best part was the last activity: we
washed our hands very carefully to get rid
of the “bad worms” that live on our skin.
As you can see in the picture Immuna and

MISCELLANEOUS

Day of
Immunology
A visit to Max&Mary kindergarten

MISCELLANEOUS

Cluster went
charity 2016
Due to success in 2014 and 2015, the
Cluster participated again in charity
projects. One of them is “Alte Schuhe –
Neues Leben” and the other is “Mary’s
meals”. “Alte Schuhe – Neues Leben” is
a project from the “Fördergemeinschaft
Deutsche Kinderherzzentren e.V.” which
started in 1989. You donate shoes and
the Fördergemeinschaft receives the
proceeds, which go immediately to their
projects. Due to your never-ending support we were able to donate more than
25 kg of shoes. The intention of “Mary’s
meals” is to support children in Malawi and Liberia with rucksacks that are
filled with school materials and items for
the children’s day-to-day life. Your highly impressive support made it possible
to donate this year 16 rucksacks, which
is a lot compared to the total amount of
61 that the University Hospital donated.
As a Cluster that is determined to think
long-term, we plan to continue those
much-loved traditions.
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Immuno also enjoyed
the Day of Immunology at the nursery!
Our concern that we
wouldn’t be able to
entertain 21 children
was unfounded and
of course we ran overtime. Just like any other speaker! The penguin group had a lot of
fun so we will be back
in 2017 – for sure! We
would like to thank
“Max and Mary”, especially “Max and Mary’s”
chairman Dr. Joachim
H. Baer for the opportunity to explore new
territory.

MISCELLANEOUS

IITB

Travel Grants
Application Deadline Sep 9 ‘16

I am happy to announce that applications
for the second round of ImmunoSensation Travel Grants in 2016 can now be
submitted!
Please be aware that the Travel Grants
will be awarded on a competitive basis
and travel support granted by the Cluster can only be used for reimbursement.
That means, travel costs and meeting
fees have to be paid in advance by the
applicant (or the applicant’s PI/ lab).This
summer, applications will only be accepted via our eAntrag system http://eantrag.
immunosensation.net/. This will make the
application process easier for all of us.

You can submit all necessary documents
online without sending them per email
and you can see whether something is
missing, or not.
If you want to apply for a Travel Grant,
get in touch with me to activate your account in the eAntrag System and to start
your application. If you have any technical
questions or need assistance on system
usage, please get in touch with Andriy
Kubarenko.
You can find the application forms here.
Application deadline is September 9,
2016.

MISCELLANEOUS

Excellence Slam 2016
Save the date for our first world-exclusive
Excellence Slam. Three Mathematicians
and three Immunologists have each ten
minutes time to present their research.
The Slam will take place at Café Unique
November 3rd, 2016.
If you would like to participate and pres-

ent your research to a broad audience of
interested science fellows write us a mail
(emettke@uni-bonn.de).
Don’t be shy - look the challenge in the
eye. (Haha) (Your slam should be more
funny though.)
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MISCELLANEOUS

Save the Date: Winter School
Our Winter School ‘Immunology meets Genomics and Bioinformatics’ is
taking place in Obergurgl, Austria from January 3rd 2017 until January
7th 2017. It is limited to 30 students so make sure to register on time.

We proudly present our first Winter School
on Immunology. Leading experts in immunology and bioinformatics will teach
and discuss research, techniques and
methods at the interface of immunology,
genomics and epigenomics, transcriptomics and bioinformatics. This competitive and high quality training is open
to ambitious students with an excellent
scientific track record. Close personal
communication of students with internationally renowned speakers is guaranteed. Interaction will be fostered by small
group events and networking activities.
This Winter School will be the first of a series of Winter Schools which will be held
annually in the gorgeous setting of the Alpine resort Obergurgl.

The goals of the Winter School “Immunology meets Genomics and Bioinformatics” are:
1. Stimulate curiosity and inspiration for
the kissing points of immunology, genomics and bioinformatics
2. Equip graduate students and young
postdocs with advanced knowledge required to conduct research in these fields
3. Provide an outstanding opportunity to
establish scientific networks
Stay tuned for more information on the invited speakers, application and more!

Mountain Ski
Resort Obergurgl, Austria

January 3rd
2017 until January 7th 2017

9

© Volker Lannert, University of Bonn

HIGHLIGHT

Children’s University
This year our Cluster member Annett Halle gave an exciting talk at the
Children’s University. Can you imagine a crowd of participants - young and
eager to learn new things - asking you all they ever wanted to know about
the immune system? Well - it not only sounds tough.

The Children’s University is organised by
the University of Bonn and its main audience are children between the age of 8
and 13. Each semester the children can
visit child-oriented lectures, which are free
of charge. The lecturers are from different
institutes and faculties to make sure that
a variety of topics are covered. This year
the Cluster took part for the third time
and Annett Halle (caesar, group leader
Max Planck Research group - Neuroimmunology) kept the children entertained
with facts about the microglia (“Kleine
Klebstoffzelle”). We are pretty sure that
the children of Dr. Halle’s lecture “Why do
we need immune cells in our brain?” can
answer that question straight away. If you
are wondering why we need immune cells
in our brain, you can get more information
here: http://www.caesar.de/1290.html

For more information about the Children’s
University please visit:
https://www.uni-bonn.de/studium/jungeuni/kinderuni

There was never a
tougher Q&A session
after a talk.

© Volker Lannert, University of Bonn
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UPCOMING

Statistical
Literacy
Workshop

IITB

UPCOMING

IITB

Mass
Spectrometry
Workshop

Our famous Statistical Literacy workshop
by Rick Scavetta (Science Craft) is already fully booked. However, you can still
sign up for the waiting list. We will offer
this workshop in summer/ autumn 2017,
again!
This workshop is already fully booked.

You will gain a basic understanding of
mass spectrometry and its applications
in life sciences. Marc Sylvester (Institute
of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology) offers training on preparation of biological
samples for sensitive mass spectrometric
analyses. Required is a basic knowledge
of protein biochemistry.

WHERE	University Hospital
Bonn, IMBIE
WHEN
Aug 31 - Sep 2 ‘16
9 am - 5 pm

WHEN
Sep 28 - 30 ‘16
REGISTER UNTIL Sep 5, 2016
MAIL TO 	c.gottschalk@unibonn.de

UPCOMING

IITB

Presentation
Skills Workshop

Please note that the date for Rick Scavetta’s (Science Craft) Presentation Skills
workshop has been changed due to
overlap with the DGfI Autumn School!
WHERE	caesar, Seminar
Room A.OG1.3.07
WHEN
Nov 17 - 18 ‘16

UPCOMING

Firmenlauf
Lets all have some fun time
running together.

When autumn is approaching we can all
take part in the Bonner Firmenlauf, which
takes place September 8th, 2016. That
will be 5.7 km of fun throughout the Bonner Rheinaue.
If you would like to participate get in touch
with emettke@uni-bonn.de until August
10, 2016.
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EDITOR	Cluster Coordination Office
ImmunoSensation Cluster of Excellence
	University of Bonn, University Hospital Bonn
Sigmund-Freud-Str. 25
D-53127 Bonn
TEL +49 228 287 51288
MAIL immunosensation@uni-bonn.de
LAYOUT Dr. Elisabeth Mettke
ABOUT	The ImmunoSensation Cluster of Excellence
(University of Bonn) has been funded by the
German Research Foundation since 2012.
WEB www.immunosensation.de
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